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Claude Monet. 1877 C.E. Oil on canvas 
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 In 1877, painter Claude Monet rented a studio near the Gare Saint Lazare. That same year 

he exhibited seven paintings of the railway station in an impressionist painting exhibition. 

He completed 11 paintings of this subject.[3][6] Oscar-Claude Monet's series of the Gare 

Saint-Lazare train station was one of his most famous series in his lifetime. Monet was 

one of the most important and influential painters in the Impressionist movement in the 

19th century. He was a strong proponent of plein-air landscape painting. Artists such as 

Caillebotte, Degas and Morisot, do this in order to accurately portray the scene in the 

moment instead of creating the painting from what they could remember. Monet and 

others who followed the Impressionism Movement were not accepted in the Salon de 

Paris, because of their rejection of the academies’ teachings of form, style, subject matter 

etc., so instead they decided to open a new exhibition on their own Impressionist 

Exhibition in April 1874.(Impressionism was a derogatory term coined by art-critics). 

 The Gare Saint-Lazare piece was shown at the Third Impressionist Exhibition. The Gare 

Saint-Lazare is far different than Monet’s previous paintings of harbors, boats and oceans 

that viewers had seen before. The Gare Saint-Lazare series of paintings lead the viewers 

through a tour of the train station in different points of the day.“Monet exemplifies the 

modern life, in all its chaos and instability,”[8] The steam coming from the trains creates a 

way of dissolving the train and showing the impressionistic style of blending colors and 

light. Everything dissipates with the steam of the train and turns into a flurry of blended 

colors. As said by Émile Zola, “Monet is able to turn a normally dirty and gritty place 

into a peaceful and beautiful scene…You can hear the trains rumbling in, see the smoke 

billow up under the huge roofs…that is where painting is today…our artists have to find 

the poetry in train station, the way their fathers found the poetry in forests and rivers.”[9] 

“Monet’s work on the Gare Saint-Lazare is unparalleled in its evocation of steam and the 

smoke-filled station. In spite of the impressionist style, the work reproduces accurately 

the topography of the area, even allowing one to deduce the precise point where the artist 

was standing while painting. This is the first time an artist had showed a single theme 

through a series of variations”[10] 
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